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"Fun"draising: Crab and Trivia
While the ministry of Sparrow Music happens in the Philippines, funds
that sustain it are raised in the United States through pledges and donations 
as well as fundraising events. Crab feeds and trivia nights are two activities 
that have become ongoing taking place on an annual or quarterly basis. 

Since September 2015, Sparrow Music has hosted three trivia nights. Teams 
of four would battle it out testing their knowledge in categories including 
sports, geography, history, science, music, and Bible trivia. All three occasions 
have been filled with fellowship, spirited competition and fun.

This past February, Sparrow Music had its 2nd Annual Crab Feed. There was no 
doubt this would be a successful event, as less than an hour before doors 
were scheduled to open, a long line started to form.  Excitement was brewing 
among the crowd anticipating the feasting of fresh crab.

The crab feed drew over 120 people and raised over $6,300 for the ministry. 
Raffles and a silent auction contributed to the raised amount. Increased 
word-of-mouth and hype buildup were main factors in the success 
of the event. 

Many thanks to those who attended our crab feed and trivia nights and 
helping make these events successful. We are already looking forward 
to the next one.

Julyv 9, 2016
Summer Trivia Night!

September 11, 2016
Christmas Shoebox Deadline

Mark Your Calendars Our Mission
Sparrow  Music, Inc. was founded by individuals who share a common bond: 
a passion for music, a compassion and love for under privileged and impoverished 
children and an even greater love for God. This love for God has manifested into a 
burden for missions and a strong desire to share God’s love and His Word with the 
children and youth living in the most repressed areas. It is our vision to bring the hope 
of the Gospel to these children, and at the same time, to create future musicians 
and worshipers of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Christmas Shoeboxes 2016
As we gear up for our fourth annual Christmas 
shoebox drive, we are looking for 300 individuals 
willing to participate in this special 
ministry and sponsor a 
shoebox. Suggested gift 
items include school 
supplies, small toys, 
clothing, hygiene items 
and candy. Deadline for 
shoebox is Sunday, Sep-
tember 11, 2016. We are 
also requesting $5 per shoe-
box to help offset shipping 
cost. For more info, please 
contact us at 408.206.9117 or 
sparrowmusicinc@gmail.com 
for name and age of child. 

musicSummer Fest !
ALUM ROCK CHRISTIAN CHURCH

2982 STORY ROAD SAN JOSE, CA

please join us at

$35 for adults
Price Includes: 3-meat meal combo + 3 sides + drink

$10 for kids
Price Includes: Hot Dog Meal + Drink

Purchase your tickets at sparrowmusic.org or
contact us at 408.206.9117

JULY 30, 2016 FROM 1PM-4PM
Lunch promply starts at 1:30 PM

FOOD • FRIENDS  • MUSIC •  FUN

Summer 2016

Sparrow Music VBS 2016
Summer has come in the Philippines! School’s out, and it’s time to play, 
literally. Athletics: Fight the Good Fight, Finish the Race, Keep the Faith" 
was the theme for our annual five-day Vacation Bible School, our third 
in three years, and Sparrow Music is the place to be. The core verse for 
this years’ VBS was Hebrews 12:1b: “And let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us.”

Our team of volunteers, assisted by 25 Sparrow students, led the way 
preparing their teachings and activities for this exciting event for 
several weeks! The day finally came when we would open our doors 
for a week of fun, food, fellowship, and learning. 

Then there were kids. . . Over 300 of them.  Bright-eyed and smiling ear 
to ear, eager to enter into the learning center to see what fun activities 
and lessons our team had in store for them. Despite scorching summer 
temperatures, our team started each day at 8am with a high-energy 
worship rally followed by recreation time. Children ages 4 – 12 come 
out; we actually had to utilize and maximize every available space on 
the campus from classrooms to the kitchen to two large swimming 
pools to accommodate the mass amount of young 
humanity in attendance!

After morning activities, the kids split up according to age. Groups 
ranged from the “racers” to “sprinters” to “runners”. In their classes, 
the children explored and processed the Bible passages, then were 
challenged by their leaders and teachers to find a way to find a life 
application for what they learned—the latter being the most vital 
part of the learning experience for children 
and leaders, alike.

Events such as VBS are helping Sparrow Music 
reach deeper into the crowded, poverty-stricken
community of Payatas, showing Christ’s love and 
example to the kids and families living in it. 
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Community Building
Child development should start at home! But what if you are in a community where children long for a conducive 
learning space? Space that has an atmosphere of love, care, attention. We asked ourselves how our classrooms can go 
beyond their physical designs in shaping our students life. We came up with some important things we can provide in this 
phase of ministry. 

1. Classrooms should be opened to children coming from different backgrounds, families, cultures, abilities but with the     
    same interest. It’s hard to gather people in one room with different interests. We have gathered children who are 
    interested in music and with desire to grow in God.
2. Our Classrooms are designed for acceptance. We don’t judge children. We look at each one of them how they might    
    become if they will allow God to work in their lives.
3. Learning takes place in the classrooms. We are learner-based. The staff has established a curriculum but we go beyond  
    that, we go beyond the lesson plans and syllabi because we know that there are borders that will prevent them from  
    holistic development. We provide love, we listen, we instil discipline without breaking their spirits and we pursue friend-  
    ships inside the rooms.
 
In our own right, we are building community in the classroom!

3

Out and About
Sparrow students are taking to the streets! Students from all three classes most recently were invited to perform at 
the graduation ceremony for Hope Horizon Development Center in Marilao, Bulacan. In addition, students from the 
guitar class have performed guitar recitals on two occasions hosted by and on the campus of University of the Philippines, 
Diliman. The last recital, featuring two of our students playing JS Bach’s Bouree in E Minor, included an intimate master-
class with international classical guitarist Maestro Tomonori Arai from Japan.

Derma Clinic
For the second time, Sparrow Music had the privilege of having Dr. Sandy Mcelod conduct another two-day derma 
clinic mission in April. Volunteers and staff outreached into the community prior to the event to invite families and 
children to take advantage of the free health service. Over 200 came and many were treated for lice infections, 
                                 eczema and other skin ailments. Our music students took this opportunity to share the Gospel to 
       those who in attendance through personal testimonies and song.

By Ferdinand Medina
Executive Director, Sparrow Music Philippines, Inc.

Through Others’ Eyes
 I had only heard of Payatas, Quezon City when I was growing up as a kid in the Philippines. I never had gone 
to that place before, even though I was born and raised in the neighboring city of Manila. I could just imagine 
how it is now.  

On February 29, 2016, I had the opportunity to visit Sparrow Music in Payatas with my 
cousin, Ardel (board president of Sparrow Music Philippines, Inc.). As we entered 
the gates of Payatas, I saw many dump trucks coming in and out of 
the area filled with garbage, and as we drove the narrow streets, 
we could sometimes smell the stench coming from the massive 
dumpsite. The smell was bearable, but it would probably be worse 
during the rainy season.
 
The road going to the learning center was a bit confusing, as it is in 
the innermost part of the community. One could get easily get lost 
if they were not familiar with the area. Most of the buildings in 
Payatas are shanties made from re-used materials. There are many 
people on the streets, like any other parts of Metro Manila. But it is 
amazing that this small land area would have this many people on it.

This part of the city is where it could be considered the place where the 
“poorest of the poor” live.
The Sparrow Music Learning Center is a well-built, two-story 
concrete building with a high steel gate. It was lunchtime when 
we arrived, the children were sitting at a long table eating their 
lunch. The children were all smiles, very polite, and they 
warmly greeted us.

Upstairs, we could hear music. Lots of music. In one classroom, 
there was a boy practicing on a keyboard. A little girl then walked 
in, and we asked them to show us what they had learned here. 
Without any qualms, the boy played the piano and sang with her.

They were not expecting us to come, but they were ready to perform.
As we were waiting for Ferdinand Medina, the executive director of 
Sparrow Music Philippines, I took a look around the place.  The walls 
are well decorated with homemade arts and crafts as well as Bible 
verses in Tagalog and English. In the piano room, colorful streamers 
made of old magazines hung from the ceiling. There were also 
posters of the program’s daily schedule, reminders of the do’s and 
don’t of the center, the children’s birthdays, and various announce-
ments. In the backyard, there were plants growing not on garden pots, but out of plastic soda bottles, cans, 
and old Styrofoam cups.  

In my short visit, I was blessed to witness how this mission project has evolved from its inception. I had only heard 
reports of what was going at the learning center in our board meeting. The faces and attitudes of the students 
reflect appreciation and comprehension of the value of the opportunity provided them. Sparrow’s mission is to 
spread the Gospel through music education, and I believe it is doing that. The children may be living in an 
impoverished area, but they can live beyond that through their faith in Jesus Christ. They may not be able to 
change their environment just yet, but they know Who is really important in their lives.

Alex has served on the board of directors of Sparrow Music, Inc. since its inception in 2013. 2

By Alexandrew Bernardez


