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Why We Support Sparrow Music
It  was at a crab feed fundraiser in March of 2015 when Mario and Cindy Lavarias 
joined the Sparrow Music family. When asked about the reasons why they decided to 
get involved with the organization, they both looked at each other, smiled and said 
confidently, “the kids”, as if that reason couldn’t have been more obvious to them. 
A heart for children is what led them to Sparrow, not even the fact that they both are 
Filipino. In fact, Mario offered the assurance that “being Filipino doesn’t really have 
anything to do with it.” 

When asked to describe Sparrow students and their achievements, “Awesome” was a 
word that came up—multiple times. Even without knowing them personally or having 
been back to the Philippines recently, Mario and Cindy have a very palpable and 
genuine love for the students at Sparrow Music. 

We have the utmost and sincere gratitude for the Lavarias family and their support; 
we can only hope that there will be more like them!

Mario and Cindy Lavarias

September 10, 2016
ARCC Golf Tournament

September 11, 2016
Christmas Shoebox Deadline

October 2016
Trivia Night

Mark Your Calendars You Shop. Amazon Gives!
Amazon donates 0.5% of the your eligible AmazonSmile purchase to Sparrow Music. 
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same price, and same 
service. 

How to sign up:
1. Got to www.smile.amazon.com
2. Search for Sparrow Music
3. Select Sparrow Music
4. Shop away like normal! 

Year to date, we have received $44.64 in donations from Smile.Amazon.com. Thanks to 
all who have chosen Sparrow Music as their charity. If you have not done so, please 
follow the above instructions on how you can make your purchases on this website 
benefit our organization.

Christmas Shoeboxes 2016
As we gear up for our fourth annual Christmas 
shoebox drive, we are looking for 300 individuals 
willing to participate in this special 
ministry and sponsor a 
shoebox. Suggested gift 
items include school 
supplies, small toys, 
clothing, hygiene items 
and candy. Deadline for 
shoebox is Sunday, Sep-
tember 11, 2016. We are 
also requesting $5 per shoe-
box to help offset shipping 
cost. For more info, please 
contact us at 408.206.9117 or 
sparrowmusicinc@gmail.com 
for name and age of child. 

GOLFTOURNAMENT
TO BENEFIT SPARROW MUSIC

ARCC CHARITY

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2016 AT 2 PM
REGISTRATION STARTS AT 1 P.M.

SUMMITPOINTE GOLF CLUB • 1500 COUNTRY CLUB DR. • MILPITAS, CA 95035

$50 PER PERSON
PRIZES AWARDED TO WINNING TEAM

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT US AT

408.258.1237 OR 408.206.9117

Summer 2016

Operation Kid-to-Kid: Alum Rock Chooses Sparrow Music
Operation Kid-to-Kid is one of the world’s largest service outreach 
programs for children. Nondenominational Christian organizations, 
Group’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) programs, and Group Work 
Camps team up to get kids involved with helping other kids. Kids have 
the opportunity to help other children around the world by giving 
gifts like school supplies, Bibles, hygiene kits, Christmas gifts, Bible 
coloring books, and socks and shoes. Year after year, Operation 
Kid-to-Kid is one of the driving forces in mobilizing children to serve 
other kids in need. Each year millions of dollars are given by kids 
to help other kids in need.

Alum Rock Christian Church, located in San Jose, California has been 
hosting VBS during the summer months for well over 50 years, leading 
children and young people to Christ through themed camps featuring 
exciting Bible stories, arts and crafts, recreation, and worship. Sparrow 
Music has also called this church home for almost 4 years. This year, 
Alum Rock’s VBS theme was CaveQuest™, and camp director Nicolas 
Ford, chose Sparrow Music to be the focus of the Operation 
Kid-to-Kid program.

“I chose Sparrow Music to be our 2016 VBS Kid to Kid operation charity, 
because I wanted children here at our church and in our community 
to get a chance to help another kid in need directly [through Sparrow 
Music]. I knew Sparrow Music had done a VBS, so I thought it would be 
an awesome tie-in for us to put on our VBS and give back to [Sparrow] 
children who need it across the globe and teach them what we can 
accomplish through the power that God gives us.”

We would like to thank Senior 
Pastor Dr. Colin Ford and Alum 
Rock Christian Church for their 
continued support, and all the 
wonderful kids and their families 
who helped raise $528.95 for 
Sparrow Music ministries!

Opening paragraph courtesy 
of http://groupcares.org/ok2k/ 

The Downbeat

12962 Story Road San Jose, CA 95127 | www.SparrowMusic.org | 408.206.9117

Page1
Operation Kid-To-Kid

Page 2 
Executive Director Report

Page 3
Student Profile

From The Classroom

Page 4 
Why We Support Sparrow

Charity Golf Tournment
Amazon Smile

Christmas Shoeboxes



Student Profile
Meet 13-year-old Jerammie S. Borjal, one of Sparrow Music’s new guitar students. 

How did you hear about Sparrow Music? 
I found out about Sparrow Music from my classmate, Shaun Justo. 
Shaun is a guitar student at Sparrow. 
When did you start being in the program? 
This past March. 
Why did you want to join Sparrow?
 I want to learn more about music and play guitar to give thanks to God
 for all the blessings He gave my family and me. 
Tell us about your family:
I live with mama, grandparents and one brother and sister. My mama 
works as a promodizer (brand and product marketing), and my Lolo 
(grandpa) provides for us by working at a bag factory.
What do you want to be in when you grow up? 
To attend college and be a public accountant.
What do you do for fun? 
Singing, playing guitar, making poems. I play online games sometimes and help my grandma.
Jerammie, this past April this year, bravely follow the first step of obedience by being baptized.   
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From the Classroom
By Viola Canaceli

I wasn't quite sure what to expect when I first began teaching at Sparrow 
music. All I knew for sure was my desire to reach out to less fortunate children
in depressed areas using music. And God continues to use that desire in me 
so I am able to enjoy and endure everything. Being a Voice teacher here at 
Sparrow Music is very challenging... yet fulfilling.

Riding in a jeepney, my nose covered by a mask preventing the smell from 
the hordes of garbage along the roads. This is my typical weekly trip to 
Payatas. It can be really hard, but thinking of my students who never get 
tired of singing and learning, drive me more to continue doing what I feel 
God has called me to do. 

At first, many of the students did not possess proper singing techniques: 
some experienced problems singing the correct pitches while others 
struggled with rhythm; a few students wrestled with both. But with each weekly lesson—
                                              and careful practice—these issues began to gradually disappear. 
                                               The majority of the children are able to absorb the lessons quickly, which enables them 
                                                improve their skills faster.  The children also have learned to feel the message of the songs 
                                                 they sing, giving them a  means to express themselves. 

                                                  The kids are naturally persevering; most of them do not need to be reminded to practice,   
                                                   although one or two still require a gentle nudge. Overall, they are kind, obedient and teach 
 able. They really treasure the knowledge in music that they are gaining and very passionate  
 about what they are doing.

   I thank the Lord for opening this door for me, to be an instrument to the children here in   
   Payatas. The kids didn’t have dreams before, but because of God working through 
    Sparrow Music, they now dream about God's plans for them. They now have hope and   
     they now believe that poverty cannot stop them from pursuing what they're meant and 
                                                         made to be.

       Viola Canaceli has been conducting mission work in various countries to inspire young people        
        through music and theater arts as a member of 180 Degrees. She is currently working on her music   
         certificate as a voice major at the University of the Philippines, Diliman.

Executive Director Report
Summer is flying by, but before it does, here is a snapshot of what 
has been happening around the center over the past few months. 

Evangelism
Our students were able to share the gospel to 28 children outside the 
Sparrow Music program; 12 of these children are going to the center 
for follow-ups and discipleship classes. We have introduced peer-to-
peer coaching techniques to our higher students.

Discipleship 
We are inculcating to our students that the primary purpose for quiet 
time is to fellowship with our Father. To fellowship with God means: to 
concentrate on who God is as revealed in His Word and to allow God 
to conform us to the image of Christ.

Staff Development
I recently attended a Strategic Planning workshop led by Mr. BJ 
Sebastian, pastor of Greenhills Christian Fellowship in Pasig City, 
Philippines. I am also currently enrolled in a “Music and Social 
Action” online course at Yale University.

Health and Wellness
We were able to secure a new partnership with the Body Talk group, 
a healthcare and wellness organization. The founder is a member of 
Christ’s Commission Fellowship (CCF). They will be working with us
 for the entire year, free of charge!

Music Skills Development
At the end of May, the Sparrow Music guitar class enjoyed their third 
exciting opportunity to perform a recital at the University of the 
Philippines! Numbering 15 students total, they played selections ranging from classical to pop,
 including Pachelbel’s Canon in D. Thank you to University of the Philippines for having us, once again!

On June 11, our guitar ensemble was invited to play for Right Start Community Development, Inc., 
a nonprofit in the Philippines which seeks to provide underprivileged children with opportunities attain 
their full creative potential.

Dr. Bethel Schinitzen has scheduled another visit to our center on July 15 to conduct a workshop entitled 
“Music Is Fun”. This will be for students and staff alike, and will be geared specifically toward early 
childhood music programs.
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By Ferdinand Medina

Sparrow Music, Inc. was founded by individuals who share a common bond: a passion for music, a compassion and 
love for under privileged and impoverished children and an even greater love for God. This love for God has manifested 
into a burden for missions and a strong desire to share God’s love and His Word with the children and youth living in the 
most repressed areas. It is our vision to bring the hope of the Gospel to these children, and at the same time, to create 
future musicians and worshipers of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our Mission


